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ARGUMENTS AN0 STATEMENT OF CLEAR ERROR 
ON THE PART OF THE EXAMINER 

This Pre- Appeal Brief addresses only the patentability of the sole pending independent 
claim (claim 19). It will be appreciated that should the independent claim be shown to be 
patentable over the cited references, dependant claims therefrom are by definition patentable 
over the same references. 

In Final Office Action dated January 17, 2007, claim 19 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Jonsson (US. Patent No. 6,272*214), in view of Doganata 
(U.S. Patent No. U.S. 6,798,753). Claim 19 is reproduced below with the claim limitations at 
issue emphasized : 

19. A method for establishing a conference between a subscriber and a participant, 
the method utilizing a conferencing system and an internet and comprising: 
assigning a unique URL for the conference; 

in response to the subscriber delivering the unique URL through the 
Internet to the participant and the participant clicking on the delivered 
URL, having the conference system obtain a telephone number of the 
participant from the participant; and 

having the conferencing system automatically dial the telephone number 
and connect the participant to the conferencing system. 

Clear Error #l! The Examiner is Incorrect that the Recited Combination of 
References Teaches the Above Highlighted Limitations of Claim 19. 

Stepping through the highlighted limitations of claim 19, it is apparent that a method 
according to claim 19 functions as follows: (i) a URL is delivered to a participant; (ii) the 
participant clicks the URL; (iii) the participant provides a telephone number to the conferencing 
system via the URL; (iv) the conference system automatically dials the telephone number; and 
(v) the conferencing system connects the participant to the conferencing system via the provided 
number. The method of claim 19 (1) is a dial-out conferencing method, and (2) allows a 
participant to provide the conferencing system with the appropriate dial-out telephone number 
via the URL immediately prior to beginning the conference. These characteristics provide 
advantages over the methods of the cited references, as described below. 
The Jonsson reference 

The Examiner stated that Jonsson discloses the invention of claim 19 as substantially 
claimed. See Office Action dated January 17, 2006, page 4. The Examiner is wrong because 
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Jonsson is directed to a dial-in conferencing method, not a dial-out method. In other words, 
Jonsson requires that a participant dial-in to the conference rather than having the conferencing 
sygtem dial the participant . According to Jonsson, a communications system creates a unique 
identifier for an upcoming teleconference. Col. 3, lines 3-7. The unique identifier can be a pre- 
selected telephone number or a URL. Col. 3, lines 7-12. Intended conference participants are 
provided with the unique identifier and a notification message via, fax, email, voice mail, etc. 
Col 3, lines 17-21 . Jonsson goes on to state: 

Using the unique identifier and suitable terminal equipment, any recipient of the 
notification message desiring to participate in the conference can, for example, 
call the telephone number provided (or click on the URL, etc.) in order to make 
a request to participate in the conference. In response to receiving such a request 
to participate (via a telephone call, URL, etc), the conference service node 
generates a reference identifier personalized for that requester. That personal 
reference identifies a specific meeting "location" for that requester. Using that 
personal reference (telephone number, etc) and suitable terminal equipment, that 
requester can access the conference via that meeting location (e.g., a selected 
communications node, such as a host processor, communications controller, 
cluster controller, terminal, etc.). Consequently, in accordance with the present 
invention, any bona fide telemeeting participant caw connect to and join the 
telemeeting from any remote location via the most appropriate 
communications node (e.g., to minimize calling distance, costs, etc.)* Col. 3, 
lines 29-47 (emphasis added). 

The method of Jonsson never receives a telephone number from the intended participant, but 
rather provides the participant with information to allow the participant to connect to the 
conference by calling in to the conference. According to Jonsson, the participant calls into the 
conference rather than the conferencing system dialing out to the participant. Jonsson states 
elsewhere: 

Consequently, the service node 101 allocates (for that predetermined period of 
time) at least one of the plurality of phone numbers for the upcoming meeting 
session. The conference service node 101 provides a list of the temporary ' 
telephone numbers (unique identifiers) allocated to the session to the 
telemeeting administrator (e.g.* via the terminal), who distributes one or 
more of the temporary telephone numbers or other temporary references 
(e.g- n a URL) in an "invitation" message to intended participants. The 
"invitation message" can be broadcast (open-ended) or conveyed directly to 
individual invitees. After receiving the "invitation" message, the intended 
participants can call at any time just before or after the announced time, the 
one or more telephone numbers which are allocated to the upcoming session. 
Col 4, lines 1 1-23 (emphasis added). 
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Again, this cited text emphasis that Jonsson provides the participant with information to allow 
the participant to dial in to the conference. Jonsson teaches a dial-in conferencing method, and 
as such, does not teach the limitations: 

having the conference system obtain a telephone number of the participant 

from the participant; and 
having the conferencing system automatically dial the telephone number and 

connect the participant to the conferencing system. 

The Doganata reference 

The Examiner contends that Doganata discloses receiving the telephone number of the 

participants and dialing out to the participants. While Doganata does disclose both dial-in and 

dial-out conferencing modes, Dognanata does not disclose the limitation: 

in response to the subscriber delivering the unique URL through the Internet to 
the participant and the participant clicking on the delivered URL, having 
the conference system obtain a telephone number of the participant from 
the participant 

According to Doganata's dial-out conferencing method, a user must provide the conferencing 

system with telephone number for the intended participants at the time the user is setting up the 

conference. Alternatively, the participants* telephone numbers must be obtained from an address 

file, etc. Doganata states: 

If, on other hand, the request is for a dial-out conference, the user inputs the 
identities of the participants, and/or their telephone numbers along with the 
other conference information via the Calendar View User Interface 22, If not 
directly provided by the use r, the telephone numbers of the participants can be 
read automatically from a Personal Address file. While the Secondary 
Application can be provided with the functionality to browse for a site to locate 
the participants' phone numbers from a publicly available "Yellow Pages" file, 
such is not entirely practical from the standpoints of both time and resource 
utilization. Rather^ if the Secondary Application has not been provided with 
the phone number from the local address file, it prompts the user to supply 
the needed information . Col. 6, lines 3-16 (emphasis added). 

Dogananta's does not teach a way to query the participants for their telephone number, as does 
the method of claim 19. Rather, participants* phone numbers must be provided in advance. In 
the case that a participant is unable to provide a their number in advance, the participant must 
access the conference in a dial-in mode, rather than a dial-out mode. See, col 3, lines 7-12 ("In 
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one modification of the invention, the service provider returns a dial-in number and a password, 
upon request, to be distributed to the participants, so that any users who are unable to provide a 
dial-out number in advance may dial in to the scheduled conference.*'). 

In sum, the claimed method requires that the conference system query a participant for a 
phone number via a URL and dialing the provided phone number to connect the participant to 
the conference. This allows the participant to enter a number that is convenient at the time of the 
conference and participate in a dial-out mode conference viva the provided number. Paragraph 
[0040] of the instant application provides an example wherein: "End-user A is at his office and 
enters his office phone number, end-user B is at her office and enters her cell phone number, 
end-user C is at home and uses the softphone in her computer through a soft phone icon 20, and 
end-user D is at the airport and, using a computer at a kiosk, enters his cell phone number." This 
situation would not be possible with Doganata's method because with Doganata's method all of 
the participants' phone numbers must be provided during scheduling the conference rather than 
at the time of the conference itself. 

The Examiner has committed clear error in rejecting claim 19 as being unpatentable over 
the combination of Jonsson and Doganata because the combination of references does not teach 
every element of claim 19. Thus, the rejection under 35 U.S.C 103 is improper and should be 
withdrawn. 

***** 

Please feel free to contact the undersigned with any questions relating to this submission. 

Date 

CUSTOMER NO. 29855 

Wong, Cabello, Lutsch, 

Rutherford & Brucculeri, L. L.P. 
20333 State Hwy 249, Suite 600 
Houston, TX 77070 
Voice 832-446-2400 
Fax 832-446-2424 
wcpatent@counselip.com 

5 

PAGE 7/7 * RCVD AT 2/22/200/ 10:31:31 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: U SPTO-EFXRF-2/1 0 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:8324462424 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-1 6 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Respectfully submitted, 

Raymond Reese 
< Reg. No. 47,891 



